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Our Vision for 2019
Welcome to the Parent’s Guide! In this you’ll find
everything you need to know about our youth group
this fall. Things like: When is Warmth in Winter?
What time is youth group? What’s this GroupMe thing
I keep hearing about? It’s all in here.
As we turn the page on this crazy, busy, beautiful
summer, we give thanks for the character building
hard work and lifelong friendships made on our trips
to Oklahoma and Mountain TOP. We store in our
hearts the intimate love and realness of God’s
presence we (re)discovered on the beach at BigStuf.
And we once again woke up at the crack of dawn
and gave 14 hours of complaint free, sweat dripping
service, to flex our identity as ‘the Home of the Fish
Fry!’ This youth group is proud of who we are, has
gigantic hearts for loving our neighbor, and is hungry
to know Jesus more.
As I (Steve) begin my first fall with this group I am
humbled by the great legacy this youth group carries;
how many traditions and rituals have withstood
generations of youth pastors, volunteers and
teenagers. I am extremely grateful for Sarah’s
partnership as she has done a tremendous job of
bringing me into the fold, patiently talking through
every ritual, and shining light on these kids’ true
hearts. Over the last 8 months, in the midst of
Operation: On-board New Steve, our next right step
is becoming abundantly clear.
The theme of Big Stuf this year was ‘Well Known’ and
we believe it resonated deeply with our group. Big
Stuf’s thesis and challenge to the camp was 'the
opposite of shallow, isn’t deep, it’s personal!’ That is
to say we have to allow ourselves to be fully known
by God and others in order to truly experience God’s
fullness of life, love and grace.
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From our Warmth in Winter retreat, February 2019
Our youth are part of the most digitally connected,
culturally diverse, well informed, generation in history,
but researches around the country are reporting
staggering rates of anxiety, depression, loneliness,
and suicide. The Church, above all else, has got to
provide safe and sacred spaces for people to belong
and be fully known, where they can come to know
who they are as a child of God and, most importantly,
can articulate it, so they can find their way back when
they stray and help other’s along the way.
Bethlehem has done a tremendous job of fostering
young people for many years and we don’t presume
to be the experts, but we do feel God calling us to an
even more personal place. How can we better teach
them the story of scripture, so they write it on their
hearts? How can we guide them to better discern the

voice of God in ordinary times and not just at camp?
How can our play and fun be more of an expression
of our freedom rather than an escape from the
pressures of growing up in Wilco? It requires relational
risks, vulnerability, and safe, sacred space where
shared brokenness can be made new. Grace be our
guide and with the support of our village, we’re
excited to see this community grow in this new
season.
Come and see,

Steve and Sarah
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WEEKLY GATHERINGS
A/V Club (Sundays: 9:30 - 10:30am)
In the large youth room beneath the Sanctuary. We gather
to watch and discuss films, media, music, and current
events, through the lens of scripture. We talk about living
out the story of God in the midst of our culture today.
Come and see, there will be cinnamon rolls.

Youth Group (Sundays: 5:00 - 7:30pm)
YOUTH GROUP DINNER SIGN UPS!
Each week a different family signs up to
provide dinner for the youth group. Our meal
starts at 5pm on Sunday nights and there is
a sign up sheet online. Michele Kirkpatrick is
our dinner coordinator, please contact her
for more info: mklsutiger@hotmail.com

This time consists of dinner, games, music, and a lesson.
Sunday night is our principle worship service, where we
learn to discern our identity as a child of God in the story
of scripture and in the midst of a sacred community.

Well Night (Wednesdays: 5:30 - 8:00pm)
Our newest youth offering. Supper and small groups for
middle school and high school students. (See right for
more info)

B U M C
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W E L LOur N
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newest gathering!
Wednesday Nights 5:30 - 8:00 pm
Supper: 5:30 - 6:30pm (all ages, open meal)
Small Groups: 6:30 - 8:00pm

About
We all know that just because we give our life to Jesus, life
doesn’t get any easier. Life is full of ups and downs and we
are all carrying varying levels of anxiety, loneliness, shame,
insecurity, resentment, disappointment, etc. In Journey
Group (HS) we apply scripture to our struggles, cultivating
hope, community, and change that help us remake our
character into the image of Jesus. At The Well (MS) we will
practice ancient and creative ways of connecting with the
Spirit of God, as well as fellowship, play, and share what’s on
our hearts. You don’t have to walk alone. It’s a long
imperfect process but we hope everyone joins us on a
journey like no other. Come and see and be known.

Small Group Oﬀerings
The Well (Grades 6-8)
Journey Groups (Grades 9-12)

Cost
Suggested donation of $5 a meal for supper. No one will be
turned away because they didn’t bring money.
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FALL 2019 EVENTS CALENDAR
August 23
Middle School Pool Party
August 30
Franklin Football Tailgate
September 27
Guys/Girls Night Out
October 27
Youth Halloween Party
November 3
Chili Cook-Off (Youth Fundraiser)
November 16
Share the Feast (Service Day)
November 22-24
Harvest Retreat
December 14
Poinsettias / Chopt for RITI (Service Day)
December 15
Youth Christmas Party
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NOTE: This youth group thrives on spontaneity and new ideas,
we will have other opportunities to gather, play and serve. Be
2019
BUMC
Youth
Parent’s
on the lookout on our
GroupMe
and Youth
Update
email. Guide

T R I P S
P I L G R I M A G E S
A N D R E T R E AT S
Harvest Retreat (November 22 - 24)
Our annual student led weekend away at Camp
Widjiwagen. It is a time of spiritual growth, fellowship
and fun! Trip Cost: $150

Warmth in Winter (Jan 31 - Feb 2)
Youth Conference put on by TNUMC Next Gen. Over
2,000 youth from across the Tennessee conference
gather in Nashville for worship and powerful teaching.
Trip Cost: $200

Big Stuf (June 21-26)
Epic Summer Camp on the beach! It's a week of high
intensity worship, great speakers and fun in the sun!
Trip Cost: $425

Mission Trip (July 19-25)
Every year we pilgrimage to see and serve what God is
up to in another part of the world. This year we will
seeing what God is up to and serving in Milwaukee.
Trip Cost: $500
Note: We understand not every family can aﬀord all of our wonderful
trips, scholarships are available. Don’t ever hesitate to fill out a
scholarship request form.
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FUNDRAISERS &
STUDENT ACCOUNTS
Throughout the year, your family will have several
opportunities to earn money toward mission trips and/or
retreats. Youth and their parents can earn money
towards students’ individual accounts. To inquire about
your child’s account balance contact Dana Smyth at the
church office dsmyth@bethlehemumc.com.

Annual Fundraising
Opportunities:
Chili Cook-Off
(November 3)
Poinsettia Delivery
(December 14)
Souper Bowl
(February 9)
Easter Lilly Prep
(April 11)
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VOLUNTEERS
…because it takes a village!
Any adult ages 20-100, who has a heart for
teenagers is welcome to join our Youth
Volunteer Team. Youth volunteers are a vital
part of our programs and are more than just
chaperones. They are youth ministers using
their various gifts to be the hands and feet of
Jesus. If you feel called to serve every
Wednesday night or want to join us for a
week on the mission trip, or just want to hang
out at one of youth events, come talk to
Sarah or Steve!
All volunteers must pass a background check
and agree to all Safe Sanctuary policies and
procedures.

We welcome our newest volunteers to the
team: Halle Jarnagin-King, Anthony King, and
Jeremy Tisdale. The heavens rejoice!

Current Volunteer Team: Laura Dannemiller,
Sam Gossett, Heather Lefebvre, Lindsey
Luckett, Shelley McCoy, Jen McQuiston, Bo
Turner.
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C O N T A C T
So many ways to stay connected!

GroupMe is a private social media platform to
help us communicate events, programs, and
share ideas. We have a youth and parent’s
GroupMe. Scan the QR code to join:

Steve Lefebvre: (615) 474-2573
steve@bethlehemumc.com
Sarah Jennings: (615) 812-1380
sjennings@bethlehemumc.com

At the beginning of every week, we send out
a Youth Update. If you’d like to be added to
our mailing list email Sarah:
sjennings@bethlehemumc.com

Follow us on Instagram: @bethlehemyouth

10

2019 BUMC Youth Parent’s Guide

